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CJR Opens Family Support Centers in Meriden and New Britain

Phote: Danyell Jacksan

A fawmily enjoys holiday festivities at CIR's Family Support Center in Meriden.

n November of 2010, the Connecticut
Junior Republic opened two new
Family Support Centers in Meriden and
New Britain. The new Family Support
Centers serve boys and girls, 11 to 17 years
of age, who are referred by the courts.
CJR has operated a third Family Support
Center in Waterbury since 2008. Under
the direction of Program Director Ana
Flamengo, this Family Support Center
has developed into a model for others in the
State. All of the Centers are funded by the
Connecticut Judicial Branch, Court Sup-
port Services Division (CSSD) and are vol-
untary multi-service, “one-stop” programs
designed to help boys and girls and their
tamilies stay out of the juvenile courr sys-
tem.

Early intervention services, including
screening and assessment to determine fam-
ily dynamics and strengths, educational ad-
vocacy, family mediation, resiliency skills
building, and individual, group and fami-
ly-based programs are provided. Recre-
ational activities and respite programs, as
well as supplemental services, are also pro-
vided, as appropriate.

“The primary purpose of our Family

Support Centers is to help children and fam-
ilies who need guidance and assistance,” stat-
ed CJR Executive Director, John Boyd. “We
want to ensure that families have the re-
sources and support they need to keep kids
safe,” he said.

The Junior Republic’s Family Support
Center in Meriden will serve 75 children and
families from the Middletown - Meriden re-
gion annually and is located at One Colony
Street, CJR’s Meriden office has a staff
of five, headed by the Program Director,
Danyell Jackson, M.S.W. She has worked
for CJR for 10 years, most recently as a clin-
ical social worker at CJR’s Center for
Assessment and Respite (CARE) residential
program for girls in Waterbury.

CJR’s New Britain Family Support
Center will serve approximately 87 young
people and families annually and is located
at 29 Russell Screet. The staff of six is head-
ed by Program Director Gigi Valentin, who
has been employed by CJR for 11 years, most
recently as a therapist ac CJR’s Waterbury
MST Program.

“We collaborate with families to create a
plan for the services and goals that we will
be working on while they are in our pro-

gram,” said Ms. Valentin.

“Our educational consultants have the
knowledge to advocate for our families with-
in the schools,” added Ms. Jackson.

“The Connecticut Junior Republic is
committed to helping young people solve
their problems so they can be constructive
and conuributing participants in their homes,
schools and communities,” explained CJR
Director of Programs, Daniel Rezende,
MSW, LCSW. “The boys and girls who are
referred to our Family Support Centers are
at-risk of running away, truancy, breaking
school rules, and acting out,” he said.

“We also deal with bullying,” stated Ms.
Valentin, “We get the bullies and those who
have been bullied. Itis a huge issue,” she re-
ported. Both CJR’s Meriden and New
Britain Programs are operating at capacity.

According to Ms. Jackson, CJR’s Family
Support Centers provide “wrap-around” serv-
ices. “Many of the youth and families re-
ferred received no services at all or are not
engaged in services at the time of referral.
We help them re-engage and then provide
oversight to be sure the parents are follow-
ing through so the family’s needs are ad-
dressed,” she said.

Anticipated outcomes for youth helped
by CJR’s Family Support Centers include
decreased court involvement, improved ed-
ucational and family functioning, increased
resiliency and improved community con-
nections.

CJR’s New Britain Family Suppore Center.

A student who resides in Roberss Cottage on CJR's Litchfield Campus proudly displays a bass he caught in the CJR pond at the beginming of the fishing
season. Many of CIR's young men enjoy fishing for the first time while in residence at the Comnecticut Junior Republic.

Phote: Francine Spencer
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CJR Celebrates Opening of New Residential Program in Litchfield

Boys envolled in CJR's new residential program are pictured above. They reside in the newly-renovit-

s W

ed Roberts Cottage and ave referved from communities throughout Connecticut,

new residential program opened
on CJR’s Litchfield Campus in
ovember. Eight young men are

now living in Roberts Corttage, which was
renovated and refurbished last year with
the assistance of the Litchfield Aid of CJR.
These youths benefit from the outstanding
educational, therapeutic and recreational
resources that CJR can provide on its rural
Litchfield campus and are referred from com-
munities throughout Connecticut.

The new evidence-based program serves
approximately 24 youths annually and is the
first residential program in the nation to use
Multidimensional Family Therapy (MDFT)
in its treatment model.

CJR Executive Director John Boyd indi-
cated that the program provides a full com-
plement of treatment, education, recreation
and aftercare services and thar all phases of
care are family-focused.

According to Program Director Monty
Sabolcik, the program is designed to decrease
recidivism, substance abuse dependence and
to increase stability and overall family func-
tioning by providing evidence and research-
based interventions. Fach young man and
his family receive intensive family therapy
during the time that boys are in residence and

following discharge from the program.

The boys attend school at the Junior
Republic’s Cable Academic and Vocation-
al Education Center in Litchfield and ben-
efit from the highly individualized education
that CJR provides for its students. They are
particularly enthusiastic about being able to
select from eight vocational electives.

According to CJR Director of Programs
Daniel Rezende, the four-month program
allows boys to make developmental changes,
while providing time for them to put into
practice what they are learning at CJR dur-
ing home visits.

“Our partnership with parents is vital to
each young man’s success and we involve
and support our students’ parents from day
one,” he stated. “We also help link them
with support and family therapy when their
sons come home,” he continued.

And how are the new students fitting in
on the CJR campus? According to Mr.
Sabolcik and CJR’s Director of Educa-
tion, James Obst, the integration of resi-
dential students into the population of day
students has been extremely successful
and positive.

“A lot of thought went into the best way
to integrate our day and residential students,

and we have been very pleased by how our
students here supported the plan,” said Mr.
Sabolcik. He also credited Mr. Obst and
the School staff for contributing significantly
to the smooth transition.

“Everyone has benefited because our res-
idential students have modeled a lot of pos-
itive leadership and maturity,” he noted.

Adam, age 18, completed the program
in April and is currently employed in a full-
time maintenance position. “All the staff
were respectful and would do whatever they
could to help,” he stated.

“CJR allows you to participate in class-
es that teach strong work ethic and real
job skills,” said Chris, age 17. He also found
it helpful to share problems with other stu-
dents to learn how they had resolved them.

CJR’s Litchfield residential program is
funded by the Court Support Services
Division (CSSD) of the Judicial Branch and
referrals are made by the courts.

“The Connecticut Junior Republic was
honored to be selected to provide this pro-
gram for the young men and families who
can benefit from these services,” stated Mr.
Boyd.

CJR Expands Programs in
Danbury and Torrington

ignificant program expansions have
S recently occurred at CJR’s commu-
nity programs in Danbury and
Torrington. The Danbury program ex-
panded its offices to accommodate the
greater number of boys and girls being re-
ferred to its Youth Equipped for Success (YES))
Program and now serves approximately 100
young people annually through its Y£5/and
Muldi-Systemic Therapy (MST) Programs.
During 2010, CJR also began providing
Family Support Center services to youth at
its Danbury and Torrington locations.
CJR’s Torrington Program has expand-
ed four times since opening in October of
2009. More than 200 boys and girls are
now served in this location annually through
the YES, MST and SAFE (Success Always
Follows Education) Programs. The Junior
Republic’s Torrington office serves boys, girls
and families from communities through-

out Litchfield County.
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In the Same Boat: Partners in Fishing and Philanthropy
Featuring Buel Society Members David and Audrey Mordavsky
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Phato: Courtesy of David and Audrey Mardavsky
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David and Audrey Mordavsky, pictured on December 30, 1966, while fishing an Lake Burberry in
Tasinara.

The Connecticut Junior Republic is one of
Mr. and Mrs. Mordavsky’s special interests and
has been among their favorite charities for many
years. While the Mordavsky’s have been well-
acquainted with the Connecticut Junior
Republic since about the same time that they
were married in 1963, David Mordavsky’s ini-
tial introduction to CJR was as a boy grow-
ing up in Manchester. It was at that time
that he became friends with a teenager he re-
members as “always having a chip on his shoul-
der.”

“This boy was a few years older than me and
lived on the other side of town,” recalled Mr.
Mordavsky. “He was sent to the Junior
Republic and after returning home, he al-
ways spoke about his experience at CJR very
positively. I was 14 or 15 years old and we

would sit and ralk abour it,” he continued.
Years later, when Mr. Mordavsky became

a vocational instructor, he mer Ronald Morse,

CJR’s former Director of Education. At the

hen they aren’t out fishing

for “the big one,” David and

Audrey Mordavsky can usu-
ally be found together — enjoying their
many shared interests and caring for their
immaculate and meticulously construcred
house in Manchester.

From the carefully tended yard to the
shiny, polished hardwood floors and the
expansive living room with its massive
stone fireplace, high ceilings and com-
fortable “fishing lodge” ambience, the
Mordavsky’s home showcases both the
interests and the talents of its owners, as
well as their appreciation for quality. The
house reflects these qualities for good rea-
son: Dave Mordavsky built it himself in
1965. Since Mr. Mordavsky is a retired
industrial arts instructor, it comes as no
surprise that his house is sturdy, well
sited and perfectly maintained, inside and
out.

time they met, Mr. Morse was CJR’s wood-
shop instructor. The two men shared a pas-
sion for vocational education and belonged
to many of the same trade organizations.
Through their association, Mr. Mordavsky
worked with Mr. Morse to develop a five
day educational conference for industrial
arts instructors from towns throughout
Connecticut. Held every summer for a
number of years, the program actracted the
participation of approximately 100 teach-
ers from schools throughout Connecticut.

“We would have vendors come in and
demonstrate their equipment to the group,
and it also exposed instructors to the re-
sources available at CJR,” he said. Mr.
Mordavsky was very impressed by the
Junior Republic and particularly by the
scope of the vocational education program.

Mr. Mordavsky’s exceptional commit-
ment to vocational education can be chart-
ed from the Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
that he received from Central Connecticut
State College in Industrial Arts Educa-
tion. He was named a Distinguished
Technology Educator in 1997 by the
International Technology Education Asso-
ciation and was an instructor and Depart-
ment Head at RHAM High School in
Hebron for 18 years. He also served for
many years as a technology education con-
sultant to the State Department of Educa-
tion until his retirement in 1992.

While Mr. Mordavsky was building
his reputation as a vocational instructor and
technology education consultant, Audrey
Mordavsky was developing her own resume
of accomplishments.

The first graduate of the Manchester
Memorial Hospital School of Radiology,
she worked for Manchester Radiologists for
a number of years and became a certified
technician with the American Registry of
Radiologic Technologists.

David and Audrey Mordavsky have been
fishing partners longer than the 48 years
they have shared in marriage. They enjoy
an avid interest in trout and salmon fish-
eries and operate a business that offers the
latest in innovative fishing technology. To-
gether they have fished Australia, New
Zealand and Tasmania, as well as Ireland
and Scotland, and many other destinations
closer to home in Connecticut.
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Mr. Mordavsky is an Aquatic Resources
Educator and he and Audrey have assisted the
State of Connecticut’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection for many years in mon-
itoring the State’s lakes, rivers and fisheries.
Working out of their specially equipped
17-foot Grumman Superfish boat, the
Mordavsky’s have collected information about
salmonids in Connecticut for nearly 40 years.
State officials liked Audrey’s simple data form
so much that they used it as the basis for
their own data collection documents!

Given their serious interest in fishing, it
comes as no surprise that one of David and
Audrey Mordavsky's first gifts to the Junior
Republic was made expressly to stock the CJR
pond. The annual stocking of the pond and
associated fishing derby remain a CJR tradi-
tion to this day and delight boys of all ages,
many of whom are enjoying the activity for
the first time as students at the Connecticut
Junior Republic.

Mr. and Mrs. Mordavsky also understand
the value of vocational education in helping
at-risk, special needs and troubled young peo-
ple, and in 2003, they made the decision to
include the Connecticut Junior Republic in
their wills. Given their estate plans, the
Mordavsky’s were delighted to see CJR open
a new residential program in November.

Phota: Hedy Barton

“It was monumental,” said David
Mordavsky. “We have nothing but the high-
est praise for the work of a dedicated admin-
istration, the teaching staff and facilities and
the resources that CJR provides for troubled
youth,” he continued.

Knowing that their legacy will help provide
a vocational education for youth is extremely
important and meaningful to Mr. and Mrs.
Mordavsky. “We believe thart it is critical
thar life skills such as vocational education be
taught to children at a crucial age,” said Mr.
Mordavsky. “The Junior Republic is truly serv-
ing a group that desperately needs, and ben-
efits from, the mission and goals of the
organization,” he stated.

The Buel Society recognizes those who have
included CJR in their estate plans.

For more information, please contact:

Ms. Hedy Barton
Director of Development
Connecticut Junior Republic
550 Goshen Road
PO. Box 161
Litchfield, CT 06759
(860) 567-9423 ext. 252
Email: hbarton@cjryouth.org

David and Audrey Mordausky pictured at home in November, 2010, The Mordavsky's home reflects

a lifetime intevest in fishing and enjoying Connecticut s aquatic resourees.

f you believe that the work of the
I Junior Republic is important, please

consider including CJR in your estate
plan. Your legacy will ensure that the
Junior Republic can continue to help at-
risk and troubled youth become con-
tributing members of society.

Here are ten suggestions to consider in
leaving a legacy to a charitable organiza-
tion such as CJR:

1. See your legal or financial advisor
about your will or estate plan.

2. Prepare awill. If you don't let people
know what you want done with your be-
longings, others will decide for you.

3. Leave a gift in your will for the non-
profit organizations that you feel strongly
about.

4. Consider your assets carefully. Gifts
to charity of stocks, bonds, real estate,
certificates of deposit, savings bonds and
other items of value, may provide tax sav-
ings.

5. Remember loved ones by making
memorial or honorary bequests to chari-
ties.

6. Use a life insurance policy for a gift
and name your favorite charity as the
beneficiary.

7. Use retirement funds to leave a legacy
to charity. When given to heirs, these are
often the most highly taxed assets in an
estate.

8. Ask your professional advisor about
how gifts to charity (including charitable
gift annuities) can reduce taxes to your es-
tate.

9. Celebrate your legacy and consider
informing the charity of your gift so your
vision and generosity can be recognized.
10. Encourage your family and friends
to leave gifts to charities, such as the
Junior Republic, in their wills.

N
LEAVE A LEGACY®
CONNECTICUT

public awareness effort to promote
charitable giving through wills and estates.
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Open House Day

To Benefit the Connecticut Junior Republic ‘ July 9,2011 10 am - 5 pm (rain or shine)

ANNUAL

he 64th Annual Open House Day Tour to benefit the Connecticut Junior Republic (CJR) will be held on Saturday, July 9.
Conducted by the Litchfield Aid of CJR, an organization dedicated to the support of the Connecticut Junior Republic, the 2011
tour celebrates the Aid’s centennial year and features five well-appointed homes, as well as an additional historic building. Most
of the homes and building are within walking distance to the center of town and Litchfield’s famous historic district. The tour also
includes the Litchfield History Museum and Tapping Reeve Law School, as well as additional points of interest.
A luncheon of seafood salad or smoked turkey breast on a croissant, served with pasta salad, fruit cup or brownie for dessert, and iced
tea, will be available at the Connecticut Junior Republic for $7 per person.
Open House Day festivities will begin with a preview tour and cockail party on Friday, July 8, from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Tickets are $90
per person and must be purchased by Friday, June 24. Participation is limited and prompt reservations are advised. Featured homes on
the 2011 Litchfield House Tour are highlighted below.

The Farmer’s House

Built in 1894 on land formerly owned by a dairy farmer, this

Built in 1840, this house was purchased by Joseph W. Goddard in
1883, when developing his estate. The house was used initially by
the Goddards’ farmer, and as a caretaker’s cottage by subsequent
owners of the estate. The house fell into a state of disrepair be-
fore it was rebuilt and renovated by subsequent owners. Seton 3.7
acres, this home features beautiful landscaping, a family room with
radiant floor tiles and many other modern conveniences, while
retaining the charm and traditional aesthetics of the 1800s.

residence features a carriage house that has been remodeled as a
guest house. The original barn belonging to the property is now a
residence. Transitioning from Victorian to Colonial Revival this
home was a seasonal country house with many guest rooms for the
original owners. Features include a pineapple doorknocker on the
central entrance door, a symbol of hospitality; French doors from
the living and dining room to the porch; and fireplaces in the
living room, dining room and library.

TICKET INFORMATION

For House Tour information, please contact the Junior Republic (860) 567-9423, between 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday - Friday.
Tickets may be obtained prior to the Tour for $30 each by writing: Litchfield Aid of CJR, RO. Box 214, Litchfield, CT 06759. Please
include a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your check or money order, made payable to: Litchfield Aid of CJR. Tickets for the
Preview Tour and Party and the Saturday House Tour may be ordered on the event website: www litchfieldet. comfepritour. html, using VISA
or MasterCard (MC). (Debit cards are not accepted.) Tickets will be sold on the day of the Tour for $35 each for adults and children.
(No charge for infants.) Advance orders for the Saturday tour must be received by Friday, June 24. Ticket orders received after this date
will be held for pick-up on July 9, at the ticket tent on the Litchfield Green. Ticket sales and information will be located here.
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The Peacocke House

Built in 1868 by John and Mary Peacocke, this gracious Victorian
home remained in the Peacocke family until 1920. The current
owners reconstructed the two-story front porch that was re-
moved during the Colonial Revival period. Extensive renovations
include the addition of a family room, featuring a brick floor,
fireplace, beamed ceilings, skylights and French doors to the
bluestone patio. A side breakfast room was also added and the
kitchen was completely renovated to include stainless steel appli-
ances, glass-paned cabinetry, stone countertops and raised relief
tiled backsplash. The original servants’ staircase remains.

The Joshua Mason House
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Built in 1800, by Joshua Mason, this Colonial farmhouse is set on
spacious grounds, simply and beautifully landscaped. The deed to
the land dates to the “Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the
Second of Great Britain.” Said to have been a sheep farm, the
original house then became a summer cottage known as the Palmer
House until 1960. The present owners made structural up-
grades, expanded the kitchen, moved a garage building and opened
the grounds to more expansive views of gardens, apple trees and
the new saltwater swimming pool. Highlights include a stun-
ning enlarged kitchen and a “birthing room” with original, un-

usually wide floorboards.

The Thompson - Di Giorgio House
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Designed in 1936 by architect Albert Hopkins Pierce (1899-1974),
this home is representative of the high-quality estates buil in Litch-
field during the first three decades of the 20th Century, and ranks
as one of the significant Colonial Revival residences on the south
side of the Borough. Set on four acres, the home’s original features
and lovely gardens have been painstakingly maintained and restored
by the current owners. This gracious residence features five
working fireplaces and epitomizes the elegance and superb detail-
ing for which the academic Colonial Revival style is noted.

The Oliver Wolcott, Sr. House
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The Preview Party will be held in the beautiful gardens of the
Oliver Wolcotrt, Sr. House, located in the heart of Litchfield
Historic District. This classic post and beam, center chimney
Colonial house was built in 1754, by Oliver Wolcott, Sr., on land
bequeathed to him by his father, Roger, who was Colonial High
Sheriff of Litchfield, a signer of the Declaration of Independence,
and Governor of the state of Connecticut from 1796 until his death
in 1797. The home has many historic features, including an or-
chard where the women and children of Litchfield melted down
a statue of George 111 to make bullets for the Revolutionary War.
Please note: This property is the site of the Preview Party only
and not part of the Saturday House Tour.
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Photo: Francine Spencer

Girls from CJR's Torrington SAFE Pragram ewjoy a culinary class on the
Litehfield Campus.
3 generous grant of $7,500 from the Union Savings Bank

Foundation has made it possible for the Connecticut
Junior Republic (CJR) to provide a Work-Based Learn-
ing Culinary experience for approximately 40 boys and girls, ages
11-17, from CJR’s Torrington Program. Youngsters come to the

Junior Republic’s Litchfield campus for culinary classes three times
aweek. Those enjoying the program include court-referred youth
from CJR’s Youth Equipped for Success! (YES!) and Multi-Systemic
Therapy (MST) programs, as well as boys and girls who partici-
pate in CJR’s Success Always Follows Education (SAFE) Pro-
gram. All classes are conducted after school and students earn a
stipend for their participation.

The Work-Based Learning Culinary Program teaches construc-
tive and practical skills that youth can use at home, or to obtain fu-
ture part-time or full-time employment. They also develop a
knowledge base and interests that they can enjoy and build upon
over a lifetime. The Work-Based Learning Culinary Program also
helps students improve their performance in the classroom, as vo-
cational education reinforces the importance of academic subjects
such as reading and math.

“I have really liked everything we have done,” reported Steven,
age 17, a student associated with CJR’s Torrington YES! Program.
He has participated in two eight-week sessions and indicated that
working with chefs on CJR’s Litchfield campus has opened his eyes
to the possibilities of a career in food service.

Shelby, age 12, a SAFE student, was surprised by how much she
enjoyed the culinary class sessions. “I actually loved going to culi-
nary every week because it is fun and it gives me something to do
that I really enjoy,” she stated.

Phate:  Francine Spancer

CIR Calendar artist Alex: Dryost pictured with instructors Christopher Cook
(left), and Chvistopher Parriflo (right).

eet CJR’s 2011 Calendar Artist, Alex Drost. CJR

friends and supporters have been enjoying 17-year old

Alex’s detailed pen and ink drawings since January.
Alex has attended CJR's Cable Academic and Vocational
Education Center for the past two years and began drawing fish
for the calendar with encouragement of instructor Christopher
Parrillo, and then enlarged the theme to include additional aquat-

ic creatures, including killer whales. His drawings were repro-

duced and color was applied to many of the illustrations in the
graphic arts class under the direction of Home School Liaison
Christopher Cook, who also serves as CJR's graphic arts instructor.

“I started drawing in kindergarten and people always commented
on how good I was," said Alex. “Drawing makes me feel calm
and I really enjoy it,” he explained. To create illustrations for the
2011 calendar, Alex used photographs to get a realistic idea of the
appearance of each species and then used a pencil, an eraser and a
fine-point pen to create each drawing. “First I drew in pencil and
then I went over everything with a Sharpie pen,” he explained.

In reflecting on his experience at CJR, Alex was candid in as-
sessing his growth over the past two years. “I was horrible when I
came here -- really bad,” he admitted. “Iacted out and didn't know
how to handle myself - I had a lot of issues,” he explained. “I can
honestly say that the CJR school has made me who I am today,” he
said. “Before coming to CJR, I saw a lot of kids handled the wrong
way and then things get out of control. At CJR,” he continued,
“they know how to handle people and get them on the right path
to progress.”

Alex is proud of the CJR calendar, which he also helped print.
Alex indicated that CJR arranged for him to take college level art
classes at Northwest Community College and he has been doing so
over the past year. Alex will earn his high school diploma at the end
of June. “I want to go to college when I leave CJR,” he said of his
future plans. “The only way to get a good job is to have a degree,”
he said, explaining that his ultimate goal is to be an engineer.
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Now and Then - ]ames Belote -

Jim Belote, pictured ar a Meriden Chamber of
Commerce event in 2010,

ames Belote came to CJR in 1955, at

the age of 15. Raised in a single par-

ent home from the time he was 14
months old, Jim lived with his grandparents,
his mother, an aunt and his cousin. At age
10, when his grandparents” house was sold,
Jim and his mother moved to a one-and-a-
half room apartment, sharing a bath with five
other families

When he was 14 years old, Mr. Belote ran
away from home. At chis point, his aunt had
married and was living in Florida. The fam-
ily asked Jim if he would like to go to Florida
on vacation, and while he was there, he was
invited to stay and live with his auntand un-
cle. They became his legal guardians.

Jim’s move to Florida was short-lived. A
ter 13 months, he came home to Connecticut.
Upon his return, Jim found that his moth-
er was not working, His behavior only added
to the family’s hardships. Jim was not at-
tending school as he should, and soon ran
away from home again. When Jim finally
returned, he was put on probation. At this
point in his life, he had no guidance, no long
range plans -- and no future.

With the family in crisis, his aunt and un-
cle came up from Florida and met with the
court. They did not know how to deal with
their nephew’s truancy issues, running away,
or the fact that he was easily led astray with-
out any thought about the consequences of
his behavior.

In desperation, Jim’s uncle requested that
his nephew be sent to the Connecticut Junior
Republic. Mr. Belote was admitted to CJR
in March of 1955, but soon ran away. He

CJR S5 - 57

was brought back and received a stern lec-
ture from “Mom Sass,” who worked in the
dining hall. She expressed her disappoint-
ment in Jim and then sent him off to the
Director’s office for more discipline. Mr.
Buley, who was the Executive Director at the
time, asked the young Mr. Belote, “Are you
ready to stay this time?”

“Do you mean you are taking me back?”
asked Mr. Belote. Mr. Buley looked Jim right
in the eye and said, “Every boy deserves a sec-
ond chance.” As a part of the disciplinary
process, however, he was presented before the
CJR student court and sanctioned to the “de-
tail group.” This “select” group of boys was
the first up in the morning and the last to
bed, and its members received no special priv-
ileges.

After a period of adjustment, Mr. Belote
began to show progress at the Junior
Republic. He attended Litchfield High
School, was freshman class president and tried
out for sports, eventually earning the Out-
standing Sportsman Award. His other ac-
tivities included the drill team and marching
band, and a variety of sports, including base-
ball, football and boxing. He was able o
form strong friendships and enjoyed the
camaraderie of his peers. Mr. Belote soon
became very active in the student govern-
ment and found the process educational and
to his liking. Atage 17, he was elected
President of the student government. As
he matured at CJR, Mr. Belote developed a
belief and confidence in himself. This con-

fidence was critical to turning his life around.

After leaving the Republic, Jim joined
the Air Force. He believes that his years at
CJR helped him to become self-disciplined
and this enabled him to do well during his
military service. While in the Air Force Jim
took up Judo and eventually won several
championships.

During his tour of duty, Jim entered the
University of New Mexico, studying
psychology and business. He was also a
walk-on for the University of New
Mexico (UNM), football team. Eventual-
ly he relocated back to Connecticut.

Mr. Belote is very proud of his achieve-
ments and his family. He has been mar-
ried to his wife, Fleurette, for 46 years. Mr.
and Mrs. Belote reside in Meriden,
Connecticut, and have two children and
three grandchildren. Now retired from his
position at Yankee Gas as chief stock han-
dler, Mr. Belote continues to be very active
in his community. He is currently Vice
Chairman of the Meriden Planning
Commission and serves as Republican State
Central Committee Man for the 13th
Senatorial District. He also served as an al-
derman in the 1970’, and then as a coun-
cilman for eight years in the 1990%s.

“The Connecticut Junior Republic gave
me a belief and confidence in myself which
turned my life around and made it possi-
ble for me to be productive. Tam eternal-
ly grateful,” he said.

Development Assistant, Francine Spencer. For
further information about the Now and Then
column, please contact Fran by phone:

860-567-9423, ext. 278,

Pictured: CJR's Varsity football team, civea 1956, Jim Belote, age 16, middle row, fifth from left.
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R Invitational Tees Off for $1 Million

CJR

== |
B 2010

Peter Perugini, Robert Mendillo, Bruce Noe aved Ed Goldsmith, pictured from left to right, played
[for the American Savings Foundation at the 2010 CJR Invitational. The American Savings

Phate: Loutsa Roraback

Foundation is the evenrs Premier Sponsor.

he 16th annual CJR Invitational
| golf benefit will be held on Mon-
day, June 20, at the Torrington

Country Club. Robert G. Phelan of
Canton, Chairman and CEO of the
Torrington-based Litchfield Insurance
Group, is Chairman of the event, and
Gregory S. Oneglia of Litchfield, Vice
Chairman of O&G Industries, which is
also based in Torrington, is Founding
Chairman. The following individuals are
vice chairmen of this year’s benefit:

o Bill Dranginis of Litchfield, Golf

e Susan Levine of Litchfield,

Publicity and Media Production

e Jennifer Parsons of Licchfield, Prizes

e Tina Posila of Wolcott, Prizes

e Susan Sweetman of Litchfield,

Volunteers

Celebrity participants include NBC-
30 news anchor Gerry Brooks, Meteorol-
ogist Bob Maxon, and chief political
correspondent Tom Monahan.

The New Britain-based American

Savings Foundation is the event’s Premier
Sponsor and Union Savings Bank is the
Diamond Sponsor. Litchfield Insurance
Group and O&G Industries are Emerald
Sponsors. The Grand Prize for the evening
reception includes round-trip airfare for two
to the Caribbean and a three-night, all-in-
clusive stay at Barcelo Bavaro Palace Deluxe
Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic
courtesy of American Airlines and Sanditz
Travel.

BMW of Watertown and the Mitchell
Auto Group are Hole-in-One Sponsors for
the 2011 event.

According to Mr. Phelan, proceeds from
the CJR Invitational benefit more than
1,000 boys, girls and families served by
the Junior Republic annually in nine lo-
cations throughout Connecticut, including
Danbury, East Hartford, Litchfield, Meri-
den, New Britain, Torrington, Waterbury
and Winchester.

The 2010 CJR Invitational raised net
proceeds of $61,000. These funds were used

Photo: Jennifer Parsons/Tina Posila

to support special projects and capital im-
provements at CJR’s various program loca-
tons.

The event has raised more than $900,000
in net proceeds for the Junior Republic since
it was established by Greg Oneglia in 1996.
“This benefit has a loyal following, and we
hope that our cumulative net proceeds will ex-
ceed $1 million this year,” said Mr. Oneglia.
“Our volunteers and sponsors are very com-
mitted to the Junior Republic and to reaching
this goal,” he continued.

Mr. Oneglia expressed confidence that the
2011 event will do well despite the economy.
“We offer golfers a challenging course, a won-
derful day, and the opportunity to enjoy a
memorable evening with friends and business
associates,” he said. “Our participants know
that their involvement supports the Junior
Republic and helps provide services for some
of Connecticur’s most disadvantaged boys, girls
and families,” he continued.

“This benefit continues to be a great suc-
cess, thanks to the leadership of a loyal and en-
thusiastic team of volunteers and the generous
support of friends in the business communi-
ty,” said CJR Executive Director, John Boyd.
“In these difficult economic times, proceeds
from the CJR Invitational are increasingly im-
portant to our organization and we are very
grateful to the individuals and businesses that
make this event such an enjoyable and effec-
tive fundraiser,” he said.
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Litchfield Aid Contributes $54,000 to CJR

Photo: Francine Spencer

Immediate Past President of the Litchfield Atd, Barbara White, is pictured above, presenting the Ads

P4

2010 coneribution to CJR Executive Director, John F. Boyd,

tits annual meeting in October, the
A-ti tchfield Aid of CJR made contri-
utions totaling $54,000 to the
Junior Republic. These gifts represented pro-
ceeds from the Aid’s 63rd Annual Open
House Day Tour of Litchfield, as well as
member contributions and funds from the
Aid’s endowment.

The Litchfield Aid’s 2010 contribution
funded an educational work-study program
for the CJR school, instruments for the mu-
sic program, items for the dining room,
a mini-van for CJR’s new Litchfield resi-
dential program, holiday gifts for children
served by the Junior Republic’s new Family
Support Centers in Meriden and New
Britain, as well as computers for the East
Hartford Group Home and landscaping im-
provements on CJR’s Litchfield campus.

Approximately $2,500 is being used to
provide scholarships for CJR alumni and
$200 was used to purchase books for the li-
brary in memory of JoAnne McCormick and
Barbara Winn, members of the Aid who
passed away during the 2010 fiscal year.

The following officers of the Litchfield
Aid were announced for the 2010-11 year:
Barbara “Bibby” Veerman, President; Kim

D’Andrea, First Vice President; Ruthann
Olsson, Second Vice President; Julith Sink,
Recording Secretary; Martha Green, Cor-
responding Secretary; Martha Bernstein,
Treasurer; and Carol Bramley, Asistant Treas-
urer. Marie Wallace and Barbara White are
Members-at-Large.

CJR Executive Director John Boyd ex-
pressed particular gratitude to President
Barbara White for her outstanding lead-
ership and thanked Aid members for their
loyal support during a time that present-
ed many challenges to the Connecticut
Junior Republic.

“Your leadership and generous sup-
port have been especially importantas CJR
refocused its Litchfield residential program
and developed new services in a difficule
economy,” he said. Mr. Boyd noted that
CJR is now serving boys and girls in nine
locations throughout Connecticut and will
serve more than 1,000 boys, girls and fam-
ilies in the coming year. “The Litchfield
Aid has been a loyal friend to CJR for more
than 100 years,” he said. “The Aid’s sup-
port and friendship have always been im-
portant to CJR,” he stated, “but never more
so than over the past two years,” he con-

tinued. Mr. Boyd also commended Barbara
White for organizing two exceptional House
Tours and Preview Party events that will be
remembered for their quality and success.

The Litchfield Aid was established in
1911 by 12 women in the community for
the sole purpose of supporting the Junior
Republic. Today, approximately 150 mem-
bers of the Aid conduct the annual
Litchfield house tour. Established in the
19307, the Litchfield House Tour is one
of the oldest events of its kind in the
United States.

The following tributes were received between May 29,
2010 and May 23, 2011. These contributions hon-
or the memory of the departed and celebrate special
[friendships and occasions, while helping CJR transform
the lives of children and ﬁzm.;fies.

IN MEMORY OF:

Mr. Paul Abate
Mr. and Mys. Richard A. Abate

Mr. Louis Amato

My, and Mys. Louis Kuslan

Mrs. Donald Chargin (Lorraine)
Ms. Linda Barrett

My Jeffrey 8. Brophy

Ms. Theresa L. Nelson

Sim Hall Productions

My. and Mrs. Ray J. Yeung
Emily Bissell Coe

Ms. Susan Kaebrle

Mr. Morris . Dorman
Ms. Nona P. Dorman

Mr. Ronald Fabry
Mrs. Myron P. Hardy

Ms. Eleanor Engleman Fink
M. [udith Cramer

Mr. Otto W. Goepfert
Mys. Otto W. Goepfert

Mr. Myron P, Hardy
M. and Mrs. Dennis Dangelo

Mr. Owen S. Hart
Sue B. Hart Foundation

C.H. Huvelle, MD
Myr. and Mrs. Chester A. Stover

Mr. Warren C. Johnson
Candlewood Camera Club
Mpr. Blake fohnson

Mrs. Robert W. Joyce
Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Loesch

Mrs. Sarah K. Kauffman
Mr. Arnon Adler
Ms. Laura Grandy
(continued)

THE JUNIOR CITIZEN [ SPRING 2011 11




12

Connecticut
a}= Junior
N'-':l,.‘qﬁ Republic
Helping e
? r Teaching
Ll Youth
3 g Since 1904
Goshen Road
P.O. Box 161
Litchfield, CT 06759
(860)567-9423

www.ctjuniovrepublic.org

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 2238
Hartford, CT

Adédress Service Requested

TRIBUTES CONTINUED

IN MEMORY OF (conrinued):
Mr. Robert L. Lampron

Anonymous

Ms. Marjorie C. Bell
Mis. fames H. Lampron
The Larosa Family

Mrs. Brian McCormick (JoAnne)

Litchfield Aid of the Connecticut
Junior Republic

Ms. Trish Myer

Mr. and Mrs. Wilhelm C. Matty

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Nolan
Mprs, Catherine Gironard

Mrs. Mary C. Olivia
Mprs. Robert W. Joyce

Mrs. Helen A, Richard

M. Henry M. Berglewica, CPA

Drifiwood Communities
Association, Inc.

My, and Mrs. Vernon Rapsilber

Mrs. Joseph T. Robidoux (Joan)
Mpr. Joseph T. Robidoux, Jr.

Ms. Rosalie Ruocco
My, and Mys. Kenneth F. Thoman

Mrs. Richard Rusiecki
Ms. Wanda Rusiecki

Mr. Charles A. Shea
Mpys. Beatrice A. Shea

Mr. Francis Sheehan
M. Eugene Sheehan

M. Albert W. Weniger
Mprs. Barbara B. Hamlin

Mr. A. Roland Will
Myrs, Constance H. Will

Ms. Barbara B. Winn
The Litchfield Aid of the Connecticut
Junior Republic

Ms. Tosca Zagni
M. fean Volkmer

IN HONOR OF;:
M. Gary B. Bolduc
Turri, Inc.

Mr. Marc Borghesi

Turri, Inc.

Mis. Betsy Burdick
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Schafer

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Buzzell
Mpr. and Mrs. Ernest Rettig

Mr. Gary Capitanio

Turri, Inc.

Mr. George Carpenter

Turri, Inc.

Mr. Tom Cook

Turri, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs, Richard Emanuel
My, and Mrs. Ernest I, Rettig

Mr. Ryan Gueard
Ms, Debra Guerard

Barbara B. Hamlin, Ed.D
M. Benjamin Littinan
Mpr. and Mrs. Arnold Heimler

Mr. Brian Hanecak

Turri, Inc.

Mr. John E. Janco
Turri, Inc.

Ms. Polly Judson
Ms. Susan S. Taussig

Mirs. Sheryl Knapp
Mpr. and Mrs. Morgan Schafer

Mr. Jeffrey A. Lalonde

Turr, Inc.

Mr. Bart Lorusso

Turri, Inc.

Mr. Vinny Lorusso

Turri, Inc.

Mr. Gregory S. Oneglia
Employees of OFG Industries
~ Chris

Mr. Gregory S. Oneglia (cont.)
~ Joanne
~ Linda
~ Lydia
~ Lynn B.
~ Lynn R.
~ Melissa
~ Sharon
~ Shirley
~ Tara
The Kuelner Brothers Foundation, Inc.
My, and Mys. Keith LaPorte
Myr. Gregory S. Wolff, CFP

Mr. Rod Oneglia

Turri, Inc.

Mrs. Katharine S. Reid
My. and Mrs. Morgan Schafer

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest L. Rettig
My, and Mys. Richard Emanuel

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Rettig
My, and Mrs. Richard Emanuel

Mr. Kenneth Reynolds
Turri, Inc.

Mr. Charles Stair and
Ms. Sarahjane Tilton
Myr. and Mys. Morgan Schafer

Mr. David Stair and
Ms. Debra Bennett
Myr. and Mrs. Morgan Schafer

Mr. Robert G. Stair
Myr. and Mys. Morgan Schafer

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald H. Theroux

Anonymous

Mr. Roy Walzer

Turri, Ine.

Mrs. Fred G. Weighart
Ms. Nancy Vodra

Mr. ]ames Zambero

Turri, Inc.

Mr. Ron Zwick

Turri, Ine.

The Conneeticut Junior Republic (CIR) is a private non-profit organization supported by charitable contributions from individuals, businesses and organi-
zations. Primary public support for services is provided by the Court Support Services Division (CSSD) of the Judicial Branch, the Connecticur Department
of Children and Families (DCF), the Connecticur Department of Social Services (DSS) and by Conmecticut's public schools,

The funior Crezzeir is |.1n|.1|i.'-‘|ltd
for friends of the Connecrieut
Junior Republic. A private,
nor-for-profic agganiztion, the
Junior Republic provides care,
rreatment and education lor
special needs and ar-risk bays
and girls in nine locations
throughout Connecticur, CIR's
programs include resdennal care
“‘JI)EH‘\«'.\ in Lirchtield; specal,
vocarional and aliernarive
education, as well as transinon
and relared services for adulescent
boys ut the Cable Academi
Vocadonal Education Center in
Litchfield: group homes for boys
in East Mardord and Winchesier,
shore-term residential care fur
gith in Warerhwry; and commu-
nity-bised programs serving
boys, girls, and families in
Danbury, Menden, New Brimin,
Tomngson, and Waterbury.
Contributions from individuals,
toundations. onganrations

and corpotations are gracefully
acoepred and critical to the
Junior Republic's ahility 1o
provide youny people with the
opportuiies they need
suceerd in their homes, schools
and commuinities,

Executive Director:

ol - Boyd, M.S

Direcrot of Programs:
Dyniel W, Rezende M.S. W,
LOSW
Director of Education

and Student Services:
James K Cbse; M5, CA.GS

Direcror of Dievelopment
and Mublic Relanons:
H"ﬂ:’l. L. Bartow, MA, CERE.

Conwroller:
Crary B. Bpldue, M.B.A,

Divector of Human Resources;
Karen £, Molusis

Director of Performance
and - Quality Improvemenis:
Jultanne Torrence, M.S. W,

LOSW

The Conneceicnr Junor h‘quafr."h"'

anmmual veport is available upon

request. [R5 wrcredited by the

Council on: Acoreeittion ((COA)
and the New England Asociation of
Schwmle sl Colleges (NEASC), steed
@ member of the Child Welfire

League of Amerncat. The Connectics
Juansing Repeblic provicdes servives for

chifdyen, youth and families of any

e, color, .::.r-‘." national or ethns

OFIgIA,

THE JUNIOR CITIZEN / SPRING 2011




