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Spotlight 

  A newly renovated Middle School building has sprung into an interactive learning space for our younger students in Litchfield . 
Focus improves everything. 

New Program - New Space 
We are excited to have new spaces dedicated  
to serving the academic needs and life skills  
experiences of our Middle School students!  

  Featuring a Class Schedule Mix of 

Plant Science  .  STEM  .  Art  .  Exploratory  .  Language Arts   .  
Mathematics  .  Social Studies  .  Science  .  Life Skills  
all served up with PhysEd/Music/Recess in the Middle! 



 

  

Greetings!  
 Mendenhall Middle School has been a fun and exciting “work in 
progress” project. Our middle school is housed at the “old” dormitory 
cottage of Mendenhall on the west side of our campus. Mr. Rey Budny (Plant 
Science/Exploratory Art teacher) and myself Theo Sevilla (Academics 
teacher), our team of paraprofessionals (Mrs. Pettis, Mr. Perlotto, Ms. 
Lallier, Ms. Dunbar, Ms. Reardon), and our instructional assistants (Mrs. 
Chadwick and Ms. Pepen), along with Mr. James (STEM teacher) and Ms. 
Henderson (librarian) have been transforming the one time dorm into an 
educational interactive learning center. The transition has actually been 
rather smooth. Mrs. Corning and our IT department have outfitted 
Mendenhall with laptop computers and wireless internet accessibility and all 
necessary media technologies to support school functions. Mendenhall offers 
a combination of traditional and unique school facilities. The living room also 
dubbed in Spanish, “The Sala” (meeting center), anchors the school including 
“breakout class” rooms (the Language Arts room, the Social Studies room, 
the Science room, the Art room, an onsite Kitchenette/Laundry room and a 
Counseling office). Our School Social Work Director, Mrs. Ojok and our 
Speech Therapist, Mrs. Dumoch maintain the back corner office at 
Mendenhall offering weekly counseling services.  

 A typical day for students would be gathering in “the Sala” in the 
morning to review their schedule posted on our white board and then 
moving on into assigned class rooms. Some students head to the farm, barn, 
greenhouse and pond with Mr. Budny. 
 Plant Science students are currently growing a crop of 
poinsettias in our greenhouse on the farm. For the upcoming 
holiday season students are preparing for “wreath-making.” 
The Aqua Culture Program, prolific in producing “broods” of 
adult tilapia in its Adult Tilapia Production program, is being 
maintained by the students of this middle school class. The Art 
and Exploratory classes are currently working on enrichment 
projects, creating art work for school and campus displays. 
Projects are maintained through school year especially with 
seasonal change for school and holiday event displays across 
campus. An emphasis on “Taking Pride and Working Hard” 
are daily themes discussed at the start and finish of each of Mr. 
Budny’s classes.       
 Upon return, students meet with our STEM teacher, Mr. 
James. Paraprofessionals assist with daily activities and student 
class assignment routines including Life Skills. Mendenhall is unique, 
that in addition to academics and vocational classes, students 
participate heartily in Life Skills by cooking, baking, gardening, 
cleaning, laundry practices and housekeeping. Recess period is 
sometimes delegated to sports and music activity. After lunch, 
students participate in “Exploratory Art” (variety of interdisciplinary 
subjects) and then “hit” the bulk of their academic schedule (Math, 
Language Arts and Social Studies) to round out their day. Throughout 
the week Mr. Budge (Curriculum Director) and Mrs. Carabis 
(Director of Special Education) visit and observe class activities.  
 All in all, the Mendenhall staff works together with students as a 
TEAM and has become the “talk of the campus.” The students are excited, the staff is excited, administration is 
excited – the Connecticut Junior Republic is excited – You are welcome to tour our “work in progress” – 
Mendenhall Middle School Interactive Learning Center. 

-Mr. Sevilla, Academics 
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Language Arts Focus improves everything. 

Social Studies Life Skills 
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James K. Obst, Director of Education and Student Services 
If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions regarding your child’s education, always feel free to contact me at  
860-567-9423 ext. 211 or at jobst@cjryouth.org   
or CJR’s Director of School Operations, Christopher Cook, at 860-567-9423 ext.269 or at ccook@cjryouth.org 
or CJR’s Director of Special Education, Linda Carabis, at 860-567-9423 ext.289 or at lcarabis@cjryouth.org 
or CJR’s Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Matthew Budge, at 860-567-9423, ext.287 or at mbudge@cjryouth.org 

  Welcome Welcome 
New Students in New Students in 

20192019 -- 2020!2020!   
 

LitchfieldLitchfield :  :    Christian B., New Haven .  Joshua C., Bristol .  Lamar F., Norwich 
Spencer G., Watertown  .  Anthony G., Watertown  .  Isaiah G., New Haven  
Emerson H., New Haven .  Antwan H., New Haven .  Jeffrey H., Stratford 

Colt M., West Haven  .  Melvin M., Bristol .  Anthony M., New Milford .  Quacy M., Bristol 
Anthony P., New Haven  .  Kevin P-S., Stanford  .  Naseem R., Waterbury  .  Elvin R., Norwalk 

Kairon T., Bridgeport  .  Levi W., Litchfield  .  Jeremy W., Hartford 
  

BristolBristol ::     Jayleen B., New Britain .  Dianeliz P., Torrington 
Alizea R., Bristol .  Priscilla V., Bristol 

  

Welcome New CAVEC Staff!Welcome New CAVEC Staff!   
  

BristolBristol ::     Mr. Alec Brochu, Instructional Assistant  .  Ms. Shoshana Neuwirth, School Social 
Worker  .  Ms. Heather Orsi, LPN, School Nurse 

  

LitchfieldLitchfield :  :    Mrs. Linda Carabis, Director of Special Education  .  Mr. Andrew Carew, 
Instructional Assistant  .  Mr. Jon Fermo, Mathematics  .  Mr. Peter Gustafson, Physical Education 

                                                                Ms. Patricia Henderson, Librarian  .  Mr. Thomas James, Science/STEM 
                                                                                 Mrs. Debra Pavlidis, Instructional Assistant  .  Mrs. Stacey Pettis, Instructional Assistant 

Ms. Allison Reardon, Instructional Assistant  
Mr. Kyle Sanford, Instructional Assistant  

Mr. Theo Sevilla, Special Education Teacher  
Ms. Ashleigh Thibault, Instructional Assistant  

Mission Statement:  To provide all students with a supportive  
   educational environment which nurtures their ability to maximize their  
                                                      individual potential and strengthen their  
                                                                 social and academic experiences,  

                                                                   now and throughout  
                                                                             their lifetimes. 

 

ACADEMIC AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION CENTERSACADEMIC AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION CENTERS   
Accredited by New England Association of Schools and Colleges  

 

30 Pleasant Street 
Bristol, CT 06010 
860-845-8010, x.200 main 
x.201 Dr. Haggis, Director of Special Education 

550 Goshen Road  
P.O. Box 161  
Litchfield, CT 06759 
Phone: 860-567-9423  
Fax: 860-567-2670  
www.ctjuniorrepublic.org 

Focus improves everything. 
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